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BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY COUNCIL 
 

LICENSING COMMITTEE (LICENSING ACT 2003 FUNCTIONS) 
 

3.00PM 6 NOVEMBER 2025 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, HOVE TOWN HALL 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Councillors McGregor (Chair), Cattell (Deputy Chair), Davis, Hewitt, Lyons, 
Nann, Parrott, Sheard, Sykes, Asaduzzaman, Goddard and Shanks 
 
Apologies: Councillors Thomson, Czolak and Pickett 
 

 
 

PART ONE 
 
 

1 PROCEDURAL BUSINESS 
 
(a) Declarations of Substitutes 
 
1.1 Councillor Goddard was present in substitution for Councillor Thomson. 

 
1.2 Councillor Asaduzzaman was present in substitution for Councillor Czolak. 
 
1.3 Councillor Shanks was present in substitution for Councillor Pickett. 
 
(b) Declarations of Interest 
 
1.2 There were no declarations of interests in matters listed on the agenda. 
 
(c) Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
1.3 The Committee considered whether the press and public should be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of any of the items listed on the agenda. 
 
1.4 RESOLVED: That there be no exclusion of press and public from the meeting. 
 
35 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the Licensing Committee (Licensing Act 2003 
Functions) Meeting held on 24 July 2025 be agreed. 

 
36 CHAIR'S COMMUNICATIONS 
 
37 CALLOVER 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE (LICENSING ACT 2003 FUNCTIONS) 6 NOVEMBER 
2025 

The Democratic Services Officer stated the items on the agenda and the following 
were called for discussion by the committee: 

  Item 7: REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2026 
 
5 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

 
6 MEMBER INVOLVEMENT 
 
7 REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 2026 
 

7.1 Alex Evans introduced the report for this item. 
 

7.2 Cllr Parrott questioned why 27% of respondents opposed the good operator 
policy. 

 
7.3 The Chair stated that there were concerns regarding the relaxing of licensing 
laws, but that results had shown that operators were largely in favour of the proposed 
policy. 

 
7.4 Cllr Sykes questioned what changes had been made to the draft statement of 
licensing policy since it was seen by the committee in July 2025. 

 
7.5 The Chair stated that no changes to the licensing objectives were made at a 
local level. 

 
7.6 Cllr Goddard praised the draft policy and commended its safety-first approach. 
Cllr Goddard questioned what was next for the licensing team. 

 
7.7 The Chair stated that involving the culture team to make nightlife safer was a 
potential next objective for the wider licensing team. 

 
7.8 Cllr Shanks questioned whether the licensing and planning teams could be 
bought closer together and questioned whether public health was in the remit of the 
licensing team. 

 
7.9 The Chair stated that there was already an overlap in the work conducted by 
the licensing and planning teams but iterated that they are strictly separate regimes. 

 
7.10 Alex Evans provided a brief overview of the relationship between planning and 
licensing, stating that the licensing team liaise with the planning team when necessary. 

 
7.11 Cllr Sheard commended the report and questioned how homosexual sexual 
crimes could be further prevented in single gender spaces. 

 
7.12 The Chair shared their experience with beach patrols and night marshals, citing 
both as examples of how sexual crimes can be reduced and prevented in the city. 

 
7.13 Cllr Nann expressed support for the draft policy. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE (LICENSING ACT 2003 FUNCTIONS) 6 NOVEMBER 
2025 

7.14 Cllr Davis questioned how the responses to consultation processes could be 
improved. 

 
RESOLVED:  

 
2.1 That Committee agreed the revisions to the Statement of Licensing Policy  
(appendix A) incorporating the main revisions as follow. 

 
2.1.1 Replace the current Cumulative Impact Zone (CIZ) with a City Safety Area  
(CSA). Detailed in 3.1 of the revised Statement of Licensing Policy (SoLP) 
2.1.2 Retain the current Special Stress Area (SSA) and other areas. (detailed at 3.3 of 
the draft SoLP) 

 
2.1.3 A focus on safety as the central priority and introduction of a new set of best 
practice measures for the CSA and SSA which can be found in the revised  
Statement of Licensing Policy (SoLP) Appendix A. 

 
2.1.4 Update the current Matrix approach and table to include new categories of 
premises including Grassroots Music Venues and changes to the hours for  
some types of premises which can be found at 3.4 in the revised Statement 
of Licensing Policy (SoLP) 

 
2.1.5 Introduce a ‘Good Operator Policy’ which can be found at 3.5 in the revised 
Statement of Licensing Policy  

 
2.1.6 Update nighttime economy safeguarding initiatives see section 4 of the  
policy. Add to the policy sections on LGBTQ+ venues and inclusivity at 1.9.  
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG), at 4.1 Modern Slavery at 1.12 
and Martyn’s Law at 7.1.5. 

 
2.2 That the revised Statement of Licensing Policy was referred to Full Council for 
adoption. See Appendix A for a copy of the revised statement of licensing  
policy. 

 
8 ITEMS REFERRED FOR COUNCIL 
 

The Review of Statement of Licensing Policy 2026 was referred to Full Council. 
 

The meeting concluded at 4.20pm 
 

Signed 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 

Dated this day of  
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